St Helen’s Residents Association Committee Meeting 1st May 2013 at 95 Highlever Road, W10

Attendance:  Henry Peterson (Chair), Margaret Tyler (Treasurer), Tania Martin (Secretary), Ruth Hilary, David Marshall, Catherine Mannheim, Nigel Whitbread, Ben Joseph, Jenny Harborne, Fiona Withey
Apologies:  William Cooper
-------------------------------------------------

1. Minutes of Meeting of 25th March 2013  are accepted.

Follow up on empty shops in the area:

1. Ben Joseph has been looking into what is happening with the closed up newsagent on the corner of Bracewell.  He couldn’t get any information on the shop, but there is someone (son of the owner of the building) living above.
2. The old off licence on the corner of Brewster, is an office.  HP spoke to Mr Patel, who explained that he has an architect who is speaking to the Council about change of use.  Mr Patel is going to keep in touch with us maybe join the association

3. NW will approach the Council about the Addidas Cafe, which is owned by Green Drycleaner.  It appears empty, but might have drycleaning equipment on site. 
The Committee agreed that we want the local shops in use and if it is a good change of use (A2-A3) we will support change of use. 

The Bowling Club
HP is going to see Pat White to explain about Neighbourhood Forum, the designated area of the Forum and that the Bowling Club is in it.  At the moment there is a good deal of antagonism between the club and residents in Pangbourne Ave over increasing the licensing hours.  There is going to be a License Hearing at the Town Hall in May. 
Neighbourhood Forum Website:  

William has made a very good start.  It is easy to navigate and a very functional website.  We need some photos of the local area for the website - HP will do this.  
The Committee agreed that:
· We  need to keep with St Quintin’s and Woodlands name  for the time being.
· We do not full address, the Postcode will do.
· Ask for ‘a few sentences’ in box  for people to respond (rather than fixed word limit)
· There needs to be an upfront rationale – “why would you engage? “
· We will hold a couple of drop-in awareness sessions at Brickfields and the Bowling Club before the inaugural meeting.  This is in order to engage as many people as possible in the designated area.

Fiona will create a leaflet which will lay out our rationale, etc, explain what a Neighbourhood Forum is, have a map of the area and be an invitation to the inaugural meeting.  It will also let people know about the drop in sessions.  The leaflet should be coming from SHRA which has initiated setting up a Neighbourhood Forum.  
Distribution of the leaflet – the Committee will deliver and David Marshall has offered his help.

Key Dates:

· Materials end of May

· Delivery week from 6th – 13th June

· Inaugural meeting 27th June

· Drop-in sessions 13th -27th (Brickfields and Bowling Club)

Locality 
Locality is one of 4 National bodies that gives support, training and awareness on planning issues.  They give funding of up to £7,000 and we should apply for this quickly, as HP has a initial budget for forming The Forum that adds up to around £7,000.  There will be stages when we will need expertise and we should use as much home grown expertise as possible, but we might need funding for consultancy.  For example, we will need to do the Conservation Plan again.  Kensington Society has a template for this, but we might have to use Consultants.  We will also go to local businesses to see if they can help.
RH informed the Committee that SHRA cannot hold money for the Neighbourhood Forum as it is not incorporated, however, the Dalgarno Trust (Vicki) has said that they will kindly act as our Banker, and on receipt of invoices they will do the bank transfers.  
Mountgrange have said they will give us £1,000 a year.  We need to clarify whether this is for SHRA or the Neighbourhood Forum. 
We need to clarify what the relationship is with the Committee and the Forum.  The Association will continue as a Resident’s Association, but won’t be involved as much on Planning as The Forum is.

Response to RBKC on consultation on Housing policy in Core Strategy

The borough needs size of houses that responds to the local community.  Kensington Society taking the same line. For small affordable housing – lots of social housing – what about the middle income groups?  No need for council to respond to global demand for super-prime 350m sq. luxury houses/apartments.   HP to send off response.
Westway Development Trust 
Ruth reported back that Martyn Freeman is standing down as CEO, and David Oliver has been brought in on a temporary basis.  There is an aim to shift the Trust’s focus from property development to community engagement and sports facilities.  The Committee thought it would be good to invite Ken Scott to one of our open meetings.  HP/RH to follow up.
Third Age 
MT told the Committee about Third Age, which provides various classes for the over 60s at St Charles.  It has been set up by an American with good contacts and has surged ahead.  Open Age, which has been running for over 30 years at St Charles, offers similar classes, but at £1 per hour.   They might link up. 

St Helens Festival 

Judith is organising this, but we also need to have a meeting.

New Leader at RBKC
Sir Merick Cockrell has stepped down – Daniel Moylan is standing as leader, so K&C might be a bit unstable for a while.
Residents Association Meetings 

We need to have three open meetings a year and should aim to have one before the festival.
Next Committee Meeting
30th May 18:30 at 95 Highlever Road
